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10.1  LANDSCAPE PLAN REQUIRED 
 

A.  Landscape Plan Required 
 

A landscape plan is required as part of a site plan review application for townhouse, multi-family, or 
non-residential (including mixed-use) development, or a planned unit development. The landscape plan 
must be approved prior to the issuance of a building permit. Landscape plans must prepared by a 
landscape architect or civil engineer licensed in Louisiana. 

  
B.  Content of Landscape Plan 

 
Landscape plans must contain a scale drawing showing the following: 

 
1.  The location and dimensions of all existing and proposed structures, property lines, easements, 

parking lots and drives, rights-of-way, refuse disposal and recycling areas, pedestrian and bicycle 
paths, fences, mechanical equipment, overhead utility wires, retention/detention facilities, and other 
drainage facilities, such as drainage swales. 

 
2.  The location, quantity, size, name, and condition, both botanical and common, of all existing plant 

materials on-site, indicating plant material to be retained and to be removed. All significant trees, 
per Section 10.3, must be specifically identified on the plan. 

 
3.  The location, quantity, size, and name, both botanical and common, of all proposed plant material. 

 
4.  The existing and proposed grading of the site indicating contours at one foot intervals. Proposed 

berming must also be indicated using one foot contour intervals. 
 

5.  Elevations of all proposed fences, stairs, and retaining walls. 
 

6.  A certified irrigation-sprinkler plan. 
 

7.  Any other details as determined necessary by a reviewing body.  
 

C.  Stormwater Management 
 

In accordance with Article 11 of this Code, certain development and redevelopment actions require on-
site stormwater management. In addition to the requirements of this Article for landscape plans, a 
stormwater management plan may also be required.  

 
D.  Minor Changes to Approved Landscape Plans 

 
Minor changes to the landscape plan that do not result in a reduction in the net amount of plant material 
as specified on the approved landscape plan may be approved by the Executive Director. Major 
changes must be approved by the body granting approval of the landscape plan initially.  

 
10.2  LANDSCAPE DESIGN STANDARDS 
 

A.  Selection of Plant Materials 
 
1.  Plant materials must be selected from the approved plant palette found in Appendix C: Plant 

Palette. The Executive Director may approve plants not included in the list if the species are native 
or naturalized to the area, and capable to withstand the seasonal temperature variations of 
Shreveport and Caddo Parish, as well as the individual site microclimate.  
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EDITOR’S NOTE: The subsequent full draft will include a plant palette list.  
 
2.  All plant materials must be of good quality and meet American Association of Nurserymen (AAN) 

standards for minimum acceptable form, quality, and size for species selected. Size and density of 
plant material, both at the time of planting and at maturity, are additional criteria that must be 
considered when selecting plant material.  

 
3.  Where appropriate, the use of drought tolerant plant material is preferred.  

 
B.  Installation of Plant Materials 

 
All landscape materials must be installed in accordance with the current planting procedures 
established by the AAN. All plant materials must be free of disease and installed so that soil of sufficient 
volume, composition, and nutrient balance are available to sustain healthy growth. Installation of plant 
materials during the appropriate growing season is encouraged. 

 
C.  Minimum Planting Sizes 
 

1.  Shade trees, including broad-leaf evergreens, must have a minimum trunk size of three inches in 
diameter at breast height (DHB) at planting. For the purposes of this Code, where shade trees are 
required, broad-leaf evergreens are considered a shade tree. 

 
2.  Conifer evergreen trees must have a minimum height of six feet at planting. 

 
3.  Single stem ornamental trees must have a minimum trunk size of two inches in tree caliper at 

planting. Multiple stem ornamental trees must have a minimum height of eight feet at planting. 
 

4.  Large shrubs must have minimum height of three feet at installation. Small shrubs must have a 
minimum height of 18 inches at installation. Large shrubs are those shrubs that reach five or more 
feet in height at maturity. Small shrubs are those shrubs that may grow up to five feet in height if 
left unmaintained, but are generally maintained at heights of 18 to 36 inches.  

 
D.  Species Diversity 

 
Diversity among required plant material is required for visual interest and to reduce the risk of losing a 
large population of plants due to disease. Table 10-1: Diversity Requirements indicates the percentage 
of diversity required based on the total quantity of species being used. For example, if a development 
requires 45 shade trees, no more than 18 trees (40%) and no less than five trees (10%) can be of one 
species, and there must be a minimum of five different species within the 45 trees. When the calculation 
of plant diversity requirements results in a fraction, said fraction is rounded up. 

 
TABLE 10-1: DIVERSITY REQUIREMENTS  Total Number of 

Plants per Plant 
Type 

Maximum Number of One 
Species 

Minimum Number of One 
Species 

Minimum Number 
of Species 

1-4 100% N/A 1 
5-10 60% 40% 2 

11-15 45% 20% 3 
16-75 40% 10% 5 

76-500 25% 5% 8 
500-1,000 30% 5% 10 

1,000+ 15% 4% 15 
 
 

E.  Maintenance  
 

1.  Landscape material depicted on approved landscape plans is considered a required site element in 
the same manner as structures, parking, lighting, and other improvements. As such, the property 
owner is responsible for the maintenance, repair, and replacement of all landscape material, 
fences, walls, steps, retaining walls, and similar landscape elements. 
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2.  All landscape material must be maintained in good condition, present a healthy, neat, and orderly 
appearance, and kept free of refuse and debris. Any dead, unhealthy, or missing plants must be 
replaced within 60 days.  

 
F.  Tree Protection During Development 

 
During development, all precautions must be undertaken to prevent construction damage to existing 
trees. Protection includes prevention of injury to the trunk, branches, and root systems. No person may 
create a trench through the root system of an existing tree, expose the roots to the air overnight without 
a method for maintaining moisture, change the soil grade within the dripline of the tree, or cause soil 
compaction with the use of vehicles, machinery, or other method. The root systems of trees on adjacent 
lots must also be protected.  

 
10.3  TREE PRESERVATION 
 
  A.  Significant Tree Preservation 
 

1.  A significant tree is any tree that measures 24 inches or more in diameter at four and one-half feet 
above the ground. No significant tree may be removed without the permission of the Executive 
Director. 

 
2.  Any person wishing to remove a significant tree must file a request, which includes a landscape 

plan per Section 10.1, with the Executive Director. In order to grant permission to remove a 
significant tree, the Executive Director must make one or more of the following findings within 30 
days of receipt of the request: 

 
a.  The tree poses a hazard. In order to verify that a hazard exists, the Executive Director may 

require a tree hazard assessment to be performed by a qualified arborist. 
 
b.  The tree is planted too close to an existing structure, such that it is either damaging or has the 

clear potential to damage the structure. 
 
c.  The roots of the tree are causing damage to paved areas or sewer and plumbing lines. 
 
d.  The tree has an incurable disease or pest infestation that cannot be eliminated. The Executive 

Director may require this condition to be verified by a qualified arborist. 
 
f.  The tree has been damaged to the point that it cannot recover and grow properly, or it will 

grow in a misshapen or unsightly manner. 
 
g.  The Executive Director determines that the removal of the tree is necessary to carry out 

construction in compliance with approved plans. 
 

3.  A tree that is removed must be replaced with a tree of a species and in a location to replace the 
removed tree without posing the hazards for which the tree was removed. 

 
4.  The Executive Director may allow trees to be replaced with other types of landscape if one or more 

of the following conditions are met: 
 

a.   The property includes other trees that provide sufficient shade so that additional trees are not 
necessary. 

 
b.  If a replacement tree would be out of character in conjunction with an approved landscape 

plan. 
 
c.  If there is no suitable location on the property for a replacement tree. 

 
5.  If the site cannot accommodate all replacement trees and/or any alternate landscape, the property 

owner is required to pay into the Tree Replacement Fund in an amount equal to the value of the 
required replacement trees that cannot be planted, as determined by the Executive Director. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: We will need to create a fund for such fees directly linked to installation of 
replacement trees.  
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6.  The City or Parish may remove any tree that is an immediate public peril to persons or property 

summarily and without notice. 
 
7.  Utilities must present pruning plans for trees located within designated utility easements that cross 

public property to be reviewed and approved by the Public Work Department or by the Shreveport 
Parks and Recreation Department (SPAR) when located on dedicated park land. 

 
8.  Clear-cutting, which is the felling and removal of all trees from a given tract of forest, is prohibited. 

A forest is a land region with a high concentration of trees, which is divided into an overstory 
(canopy or upper tree layer) and an understory of vegetation, which may be further divided into a 
shrub layer, herb layer and, depending on the ecosystem, a moss layer. 

 
B.  Required Shade Trees 

 
In order to restore and preserve the urban canopy, shade trees, including broad-leaf evergreens, are 
required to be planted both on-site and in the parkway. Table 10-2: Required Shade Trees lists the 
requirements for each district. Existing trees are counted toward this required minimum number as are 
any trees in required landscape areas. In certain cases, where a hardship is demonstrated, the 
Executive Director may waive these requirements. 
 

TABLE 10-2: REQUIRED SHADE TREES 

DISTRICT On-Site Trees Parkway Trees per Linear Feet of 
Lot Abutting the Parkway 

R-A 4 1 per 50’ linear feet 
R-E 4 1 per 50’ linear feet 
R-1-12 None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
R-1-10 None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
R-1-5 None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
R-UC None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
R-HU None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
R-TH Townhouse: 2 1 per 25’ linear feet 

R-2 Townhouse: 2 
Multi-Family: 2 1 per 25’ linear feet 

R-3 Townhouse: 2 
Multi-Family: 4 1 per 25’ linear feet 

R-4 Townhouse: 2 
Multi-Family: 4 1 per 25’ linear feet 

R-MHS None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
R-MHP 2 per acre 1 per 25’ linear feet 
C-1 None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
C-2 2 1 per 25’ linear feet 
C-3 2 per acre 1 per 25’ linear feet 
C-4 2 per acre 1 per 25’ linear feet 
C-UV 2 per acre 1 per 25’ linear feet 
D-1-CBD None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
D-1-E None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
D-1-CMU None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
D-1-RMU None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
D-1-AC None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
D-1-HC None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
OR 2 per acre 1 per 25’ linear feet 
I-MU None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
I-1 None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
I-2 None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
I 2 per acre 1 per 25’ linear feet 
NA None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
OS None 1 per 25’ linear feet 
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10.4   ON-SITE LANDSCAPING  
 

A. All portions of a lot not covered by structures or paved surfaces must be landscaped with trees, shrubs, 
grass, live groundcover, and other plantings. The landscape design may also include the use of stone, 
mulch beds, or other pervious landscaping materials (this excludes pervious pavers). 

 
B.  All existing plantings that are maintained on a site may be counted toward any required on-site 

landscaping. 
 
C.  Rain gardens, bioswales, and similar stormwater management landscape elements also meet this 

requirement. 
 
D.  Nothing in this section prohibits tree pruning to promote the health of a tree or for public safety 

purposes. 
 
10.5  REQUIRED PARKING LOT LANDSCAPE 
 

A.  Required Parking Lot Landscape Abutting Street Lot Line 
 

Landscape is required for along the edges of a parking lot that abut a street lot line. The landscape 
treatment must run the full length of that street lot line. The landscaped area must be improved as 
follows: 

 
1.  The landscape area in the OR, I-1, I-2, I, and NA Districts must a minimum of 15 feet in width. In all 

other districts, the landscape area must a minimum of seven feet in width  
 
2.  There must be a minimum linear distance of 18 inches between any wheels stops or curbs to 

accommodate vehicle bumper overhang. This area is not included in the minimum landscape area 
calculation. 

 
3.  One shrub, measuring a minimum of 18 inches in height at planting and reaching a minimum of 

three feet in height at maturity, must be planted for every three feet of landscape area length, 
spaced linearly. This may be supplemented with an open fence. Any one or more of the following 
alternatives to shrub plantings are also permitted: 

 
a.  A low pedestrian wall a minimum of three feet to a maximum of four feet in height may be used 

instead of shrubs. Where feasible, plant materials should be installed between the sidewalk 
and the wall to provide a softening effect on the fence or wall.  
 

b.  The landscape area may be planted with a mix of shrubs, perennials, native grasses, and 
other planting types that provide screening of a minimum of three feet in height. 

 
c.  Stormwater management techniques, such as rain gardens and bioswales, that provide 

screening of a minimum of three feet in height. 
 
4.  Where a 15 foot setback is required, one shade tree is required every 25 linear feet.  
 
5.  Landscape areas outside of shrub masses must be planted in live groundcover, perennials, or 

grass. 
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FIGURE 10-1: PARKING LOT EDGE LANDSCAPE 

 
 

 
B.  Required Parking Lot Interior Landscape  

 
All parking lots of 10 or more spaces require interior parking lot landscape as described in this section. 
When the calculation of interior parking lot landscape requirements results in a fraction, said fraction is 
rounded up to the nearest whole number. 

 
1.  One parking lot island must be provided between every 10 parking spaces. As part of the 

landscape plan approval, parking lot island locations may be varied based on specific site 
requirements or design scheme, but the total number of islands must be no less than the amount 
required of one island for every 10 spaces.  

 
2.  The minimum total landscape area of a parking lot, including parking lot islands, must be 10% of 

the total parking lot area. Parking lot landscape along a street lot line, as required in item 1 above, 
is excluded from the calculation of total parking lot area. 

 
3.  All rows of parking spaces must terminate in a landscape area. 

 
4.  Parking lot islands must be the same dimension as the parking stall. Double rows of parking must 

provide parking lot islands that are the same dimension as the double row.  
 
5.  A minimum of one shade tree must be provided for every parking lot island or landscape area. The 

remaining area of a parking lot island must be planted in ornamental trees, live groundcover, 
shrubs, perennials, or grass,.  
 

6.  The use of stormwater management elements such as rain gardens and bioswales is encouraged 
in landscape areas. When a parking lot island is designed for stormwater management, the tree 
requirement may be exempted as part of landscape plan approval when such trees are not typically 
part of such design.  
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FIGURE 10-2: PARKING LOT INTERIOR LANDSCAPE 
 

 
 
10.6  REQUIRED BUFFER YARD 
 

This section establishes standards for the dimension and landscape for required buffer yards.  
 

A.  Buffer yards are located within rear and interior side yards, including the required rear or interior side 
setbacks, and must be reserved for the planting of material and installation of screening as required by 
this section. No parking spaces or accessory structures are permitted within the required buffer yard. 

 
B.  As of the effective date of this Code, buffer yards are required for new construction1 along interior side 

and rear yards in the following cases: 
 

1.  Where an R-2, R-3, or R-4 District abuts a R-A, R-E, R-1-12, R-1-10, R-1-5, R-UC, R-HU, or 
R-TH District. This does not apply to single-family – detached or attached, and two-family 
dwellings located within an R-2, R-3, or R-4 District. 

 
2.  Where a multi-family dwelling is located within a R-A, R-E, R-1-12, R-1-10, R-1-5, R-UC, or R-

HU District. 
    

3.  Where a non-residential use is located within a residential district, excluding parks. 
 

4.  Where a non-residential district abuts a residential district. This does not apply to the C-1, D-1, 
NA, or OS Districts or to any public parks. 

 
5.  Where OR, I-MU, I-1, or I-2 District abuts a commercial district. 

 
C.  When the calculation of minimum buffer yard requirements results in a fraction, the fraction is 

rounded up to the nearest whole number. The minimum size and improvement of buffer yards is as 
follows: 

                         
1 For example, when new commercial construction locates next to an existing residential use, the commercial use must provide the 
buffer yard. Conversely, if a new residential use locates next to an existing commercial use, the existing commercial use is not 
required to provide a buffer yard and is not considered nonconforming. 
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1.  A buffer yard must be a minimum of 10 feet in width.  

 
2.  One shade tree must be planted for every 30 linear feet of buffer yard length. As part of the 

landscape plan approval, trees may be spaced at various intervals based on specific site 
requirements, but the total number of trees planted must be no less than one per 25 linear feet 
of buffer yard length.  

 
3.  A solid fence or wall a minimum of six feet and a maximum of seven feet in height must be 

erected along 100% of the yard length in the following instances: 
 

a.  Where an R-2, R-3, or R-4 District abuts a R-A, R-E, R-1-12, R-1-10, R-1-5, R-UC, R-HU, 
or R-TH District. This does not apply to single-family – detached or attached, and two-
family dwellings located within an R-2, R-3, or R-4 District. 

 
b.  Where a multi-family dwelling is located within a R-A, R-E, R-1-12, R-1-10, R-1-5, R-UC, 

or R-HU District. 
 

c.  Where a non-residential use is located within a residential district, excluding parks. In this 
instance, a solid masonry wall is required 

 
d.  Where a non-residential district abuts a residential district. This does not apply to the C-1, 

D-1, NA, or OS Districts or to any public parks. In this instance, a solid masonry wall is 
required. 

 
4.  One shrub, measuring a minimum of 18 inches in height at planting and reaching a minimum 

of three feet in height at maturity, must be planted for every three linear feet of buffer yard 
length, spaced linearly.  

 
5.  The remainder of the buffer yard must be planted in live groundcover, perennials, or grass. 

 
FIGURE 10-3: BUFFER YARD 

 

 


