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11.1  STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN APPLICABILITY 
 

A. A stormwater management plan must be submitted as part of any new development of 10,000 square 
feet or more of impervious surface or any new development on a site of one acre or more in size.  
 

B.  Single-family – detached and attached, and two-family dwellings do not require submittal of a 
stormwater management plan, but must comply with any other applicable federal, state, and local 
stormwater ordinances. 

 
11.2  STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN REQUIREMENT 

 
A.  Content of Stormwater Management Plan 

 
Stormwater management plans must be prepared by a landscape architect or civil engineer licensed in 
Louisiana. This is in addition to the requirement for a landscape plan of Article 10. In the case of sites 
over one acre, where the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality requires submittal of a 
stormwater management plan, a copy of such plan may be substituted in place of the plan required by 
this section. Where a stormwater management plan in accordance with this section is required, it must 
contain the following information: 

 
1.  The pre-development runoff rate and the post-development runoff rate. 

 
2. The location of the property and adjacent developments and infrastructure.  
 
3. Existing site conditions, including a description and map of land cover, contours, soil types, and 

estimated pollutant load. 
 
4. Description and development plan of the proposed development, including land cover, contours, 

and empirically expected pollutant load. 
 
5. All storm drainage systems, including existing and proposed drain lines, culverts, catch basins, 

headwalls, hydrants, manholes, and temporary and permanent stormwater Best Managament 
Practices (BMPs). 

 
6. All pertinent calculations and specifications used in the design and construction of the permanent 

stormwater BMPs to retain, detain, or filter the first one inch of stormwater runoff during each rain 
event. Safeguards to prevent short-circuiting of permanent stormwater BMPs must be designed 
into the system. Capacities of BMPs must show surface and sub-surface volumes (in aggregate, 
chambers, cisterns, etc.) in gallons.  

 
7. A plan showing site sub-catchment areas, retention BMP areas and capacities, detention BMP 

areas and capacities, conveyance BMPs, and stormwater runoff treatment train of BMPs in which 
runoff is filtered through a series of BMPs before entering the drainage system (surface or sub-
surface).   

 
B.    Alternative Compliance 

 
1.  The stormwater management standards contained in this Article are intended to encourage 

development that is environmentally functional, economically viable, and aesthetically pleasing. 
The following standards are not intended to inhibit creative development. Project conditions 
associated with individual sites may justify approval of alternative methods of compliance when 
strategies are part of an integrated water management strategy. Conditions may arise where 
normal compliance is impractical or impossible, a design proposal offers superior results, or 
maximum achievement of the Code’s objectives can only be obtained through alternative 
compliance.   
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2.  Requests for alternative compliance will be accepted for any permit application to which the 
requirements of this Article apply, when one or more of the following conditions are met: 

 
a. Topography, soil, vegetation, drainage, or other site conditions are such that full compliance is 

impractical. 
 
b. Improved environmental quality would result from the alternative compliance of the provisions 

of this Article. 
 
c. Spatial limitations, unusually shaped pieces of land, unusual servitude requirements, or 

prevailing practices in the surrounding area may justify alternative compliance for infill sites.  
 

3.  A request for alternative compliance must be submitted at the time the stormwater management 
plan is submitted. Request for alternative compliance must be accompanied by a written 
explanation of the alternatives to allow appropriate valuation and decision by the by the body 
granting approval of the stormwater management plan. 

    
C.  Changes to Approved Stormwater Management Plans 
 

Changes to an approved stormwater management plan must be approved by the City Engineer or 
Parish Public Works.  

 
11.3   STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS 
 

A.  Stormwater Management Measures  
 

1. Effective on-site stormwater management is supported by a combination of stormwater Best 
Management Practices (BMP), as outlined below, guided by the following strategies: 

 
a. Conditions that allow detention and infiltration of stormwater runoff on-site through the use of  

methods that allow water to permeate back into the ground. 
 
b. Additional stormwater runoff is detained, stored, infiltrated, and/or filtered through the use of 

BMPs. 
 
c. Runoff in excess of the first inch must exit the site through surface or subsurface drainage.  

 
2. Infiltration practices must be utilized to reduce runoff volume increases, stabilize sub-soils, and 

recharge shallow groundwater.  
 

3. BMPs must be employed to minimize pollutants in stormwater runoff prior to discharge into a 
separate storm drainage system or water body. 

 
4. All stormwater management facilities must be designed to provide an emergency overflow system, 

and incorporate measures to provide a non-erosive velocity of flow along its length and at any 
outfall. 

 
5. The designed release rate of any stormwater structure must be modified if any increase in flooding 

or stream channel erosion would result at a downstream dam, highway, structure, or normal point 
of restricted stream flow. 

 
B.  Stormwater Best Management Practices 
EDITOR’S NOTE: We will include a reference for BMP standards in a subsequent draft acceptable to 
both the City and Parish.  

 
Stormwater best management practices (BMP) minimize runoff, increase infiltration, recharge 
groundwater, and improve water quality. In order to accomplish the performance standard required by 
this section, stormwater BMPs must be used. Stormwater BMPs must be designed to the standards of 
_____________. Alternate BMPs may be considered but must be approved as part of the stormwater 
management plan.  

 
 


