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MAJOR CHANGES IDENTIFIED IN THE DECEMBER 2015 DRAFT UDC IN RESPONSE TO PUBLIC AND STAKEHOLDER COMMENTS: 
 

1. C-UC Urban Corridor Commercial Zoning District. (page 4-9) The new C-UC District has been designed to address areas of 
corridor development that originally developed as mixed-use, traditional business districts (i.e. older sections of Youree Drive and 
Line Avenue).  Standards for development in these corridors facilitates the continuation of the established urban character 
and offers flexibility to developers and property owners in creating a mix of commercial, office, and residential spaces.  
 

2. C-1 Neighborhood Commercial Zoning District. (page 4-10)  This is the renamed B-1 District, which is typically located near 
or adjacent to residential neighborhoods. The proposed revisions to this district would reinforce the protection of the neighboring 
residences by limiting the maximum floor area to 10,000 sq. ft., but with the allowance to increase the building size if the proposed 
development maintains the privacy of adjoining residential lots, minimizes the impact of site illumination, and incorporates 
pedestrian-scale and residential-type design features. 
 

3. D-1-AC Downtown Arts and Culture Sub-district.  Edits to the Downtown Arts and Culture Sub-district (the D-1-AC) address the 
concerns of Shreveport Commons. These include a new purpose statement (page 4-16) and updates to the allowed uses (refer 
to Table 5-1 Use Matrix).  Also, the new C-UC District has been mapped adjacent to the D-1-AC Sub-district to further the goals and 
objectives of the Shreveport Commons Master Plan.  

 
4. CD Conservation Design Overlay Zoning District. (page 4-34 through page 4-36) Conservation Design is no longer a required 

type of subdivision. Instead it has been converted into an overlay district that can be used voluntarily at the applicant’s discretion.  
As an incentive, if the applicant preserves and protects a certain amount of natural resources, denser development is allowed.  
 

5. New Uses Added to the Matrix (Table 5-1) and Definitions Provided. (page 5-3 through page 5-13)  The following uses were 
included:  bus transfer station, dwelling-age restricted housing (retirement housing), food truck park – minor and major, 
marina, shelter housing (formerly called emergency shelter), social service center, batch plant/rock crushing facility 
(temporary), and food truck vendor (formerly called temporary mobile food establishment).  Revised definitions were also 
provided for borrow pit, community center, community garden, industrial design, and residential care facility. 
 

6. Manufactured Housing (Formerly Mobile Homes). (Table 5.1 Under Dwelling)  Even though this section in the second draft has 
not been changed it is worthwhile to note that manufactured housing will be limited to R-A Rural Agricultural Zoning 
District, R-MHS Residential Manufactured Home Subdivision Zoning District, and R-MHP Residential Manufactured Home 
Park Zoning District.  This means it will be a use by right in these districts only and will no longer be allowed in the other residential 
districts within the planning area.  Existing, non-conforming units will be permitted to remain until such time they are removed or no 
longer occupied as a residence. 

 
7. Shelter Housing. (page 5-11 and page 6-9)  What was previously called Emergency Shelter has been renamed as Shelter 

Housing along with a more precise definition.  Under the UDC Shelter Housing, Group Homes, Halfway Houses and Social 
Service Centers must be located no closer than 1000 feet from an existing type of facility in an effort to prevent excessive 
concentration of these uses within any given neighborhood.  Federal and state requirements, which restrict the level of local control 
pertaining to the regulation of these type of uses (Group Homes in particular), does allow for the enforcement of the 1000 foot 
separation.  Existing facilities that do not comply with this requirement are allowed to continue operation until the establishment 
ceases to operate or when any required licenses are revoked or not renewed. 
 

8. Food Truck Park and Food Truck Vendor. (page 6-7 through page 6-9 and page 6-20 through page 6-22) Noting the growing 
popularity of food truck parks across the USA, especially in urbanized areas, a new section was added that encourages the 
orderly development and operation of these exciting new venues.  The revision is specifically designed for downtown and the 
surrounding area. Likewise, a more comprehensive and updated approach was included for Food Truck Vendor. 
 

9. Accessory Structures. (page 7-4)  The previous draft while controlling accessory structures by limiting building coverage to 40% of 
any rear or side yard in lieu of floor area restrictions, mistakenly did not include a maximum number of buildings per lot.  The 
proposed revision caps the number at three (3) accessory structures while still enforcing the 40% coverage per yard.  
These provisions will significantly reduce the number of variance applications to the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA).  
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10. Book Exchange Box (Little Free Library). (page 7-6 through page 7-7)  This recent revision was added under Accessory 
Structures and Uses within the Code. 

 
11. Livestock. (page 7-13 through page 7-14)  Livestock, including the required livestock enclosures, is permitted as an 

accessory use only in RA Rural Agricultural, R-E Residential Estate, and R-12 Single Family Residential Zoning Districts.  
As stated in the previous and revised draft, all horses must be registered with the Caddo Parish Animal and Mosquito Control and a 
minimum of one acre is required to keep livestock.  Likewise a certain square footage of the lot must be maintained as open space 
that is dedicated to the livestock. Once the livestock are no longer kept on a property or the livestock enclosure is demolished, no 
livestock will be allowed unless the property is in conformance with the new regulations. 

 
12. Billboards. (page 9-28 through 9-35)  This completely revised section borrows a page from the Bossier UDC, which has 

been in place for the past 12 years:  if an advertising company submits an application to construct one new billboard they 
must remove one or more existing billboards with a total area of two times the square footage of the sign face being 
approved (2-for -1 provision).  In the updated draft, billboards will be allowed in the C-4, I-1, and I-2 Districts and within 660 feet of 
a federal or primary aid highway on property zoned commercial or industrial.  New electronic billboards will be allowed in the C-2, C-
3, C-4, I-1 and I-2 Districts and along the highways.  An added provision that will encourage the removal of many of the older 
unsightly billboards is the ability for the applicant to convert existing non-conforming billboards into the more visually appealing 
electronic sign format. 
 

13. Tree Trimming and Pruning by Public Utility Companies. (page 10-4 through page 10-6)  Over the past several years the 
trimming and pruning of trees located within public right-of-ways and parkland has never been coordinated between the utility 
companies and the local governments (City and Parish), which has led to the loss of trees and numerous public complaints.  The 
UDC establishes a process that requires the utility companies to present their yearly pruning plans with the City and 
Parish for a concise 10 business day review before commencing with tree trimming on public property.  During emergencies 
such as major storms or other natural disasters this provision will be waived by the City Administrative Officer or Parish 
Administrator. 

 
14. Tree Preservation and Protection. (page 10-4 through page 10-6) This rewritten section no longer applies to individual single 

family lots or estates and is designed to lessen the clear cutting of land during the development process.  The priority of this 
provision is to preserve trees that are 30 inches or larger in caliper where feasible.  Another new component introduces a tree credit 
option, that allows the developer to receive credit on his landscape plan for the number and caliper of trees preserved, which 
substitutes the need to plant additional trees per the landscape requirements. 
 

15. Tree and Plant Palette. (page 10-13 through page 10-25)  In the second draft an official tree and plant is provided for the 
development community.  This listing of vegetation is tailored to the climate and soil conditions of our area.  Developers may 
choose from this palette to fulfill the landscaping requirements for their sites.  They also have the option to propose an unlisted plant 
species for the MPC Executive Director’s consideration, if it meets the durability criteria.  The palette also emphasizes the planting 
of street trees in parkways and parking areas that can tolerate urban conditions and are more compatible with nearby utilities and 
existing pavement. 

 
16. Stormwater Management. (Page 11-1) Rather than require a performance standard in the Code, the regulations now only 

reference the standards adopted by the City or Parish.  
 

17. Zoning Application Approval and Appeal Process. (pages 16-4, 16-5, 16-9 and 16-11)  Easy to read flow charts have been 
incorporated into the draft to better explain amendments to the UDC, zoning changes, special use permits, and variances.  
This also illustrates how the appeal process will function under the proposed ordinance. 
 

18. Zoning Appeals Related to Administrative Authority. (page 16-24)  As was introduced in the previous draft, the MPC Executive 
Director will be given the authority to approve the majority of site plan applications, which will greatly expedite the development 
review and approval process for our community.  This section was revised to clarify that the Executive Director’s decisions on 
site plan review can be appealed to the MPC Board for a final decision. 
 

 

 


