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“UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE (UDC) SET FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS” 

SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA.  The highly anticipated final draft of the Unified Development 

Code (UDC) is set for public hearing this Thursday, September 29th, from 6-8 PM, in 

the Council Chamber of Government Plaza (505 Travis Street). A second public hearing 

is set for Tuesday, October 18, 2016, from 6-8 PM. The public is encouraged to attend 

and participate. 

 

For years, many citizens have come to realize that Shreveport’s current zoning 

ordinance —most of which was written in the 1950s— is archaic, often resulting in 

inconsistent decision-making and a poor quality of life for it residents. Can 

Shreveport, long ridiculed for its development stagnation, be ready to discover its 

true potential? The answer is in the proposed UDC, which aims to direct growth, 

development, and reinvestment. The UDC will consolidate the current regulations by 

streamlining the application process and creating a better quality of life where 

business, as well as residents, can grow and thrive.  It has the potential to not 

only effectively enhance the physical appearance of the City and Parish, but 

encourage redevelopment of the downtown area and the adjacent inner city 

neighborhoods as well. The Code is also one of the primary tools for implementing the 

goals and vision of the “Great Expectations Shreveport-Caddo 2030 Master Plan” that 

was approved by the City and Parish in 2010, some six (6) years ago.   

 

To recap, the entire UDC document was first made available for public review and 

input beginning in May 2015 with the release of the first draft.  This release was 

deemed the most important part of the process. Residents, stakeholder groups, 

organizations and businesses were encouraged to review and comment.  In December 

2015, in response to numerous public and stakeholder meetings, interviews, and 

subsequent comments, major changes were identified. 
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January 2016 ushered in Phase II, which entailed publishing a second draft of the UDC 

The objective of Phase II was to display and make available the proposed zoning map 

for the planning area, and to seek additional public comments.  Since January 2016, 

the second UDC draft has been strategically posted at key locations around the city, 

and continually stationed at Government Plaza.   

 

Finally, in September 2016, after four (4) years of design and review at a cost of 

$450,000 of the taxpayer dollars, the proposed UDC has reached the final stage of 

revision, and has advanced to the point of final adoption.  This final document and 

work product addresses the key issues and concerns submitted by citizens and 

stakeholders pertaining to the first and second drafts of the UDC along with the 

proposed zoning map.  In summary, the adoption of the UDC will result in a 

contemporary code that would include:  

 

1. A logical organization and user-friendly format;  

2. Substantive review standards that are clear, consistent, and illustrative; 

3. Legally-defensible standards and processes; and  

4. A streamlined and predictable application review and approval process.  

 

For the last sixteen (16) months, the citizenry-at-large has had an opportunity to 

lend their voice as to what components of the proposed code will eventually be 

approved by the City Council and the Parish Commission.  All subsequent public input 

has served to help produce an overall better product that is responsive to citizen 

concerns.  The ratification of the UDC will serve as a major milestone in shaping the 

future of the Shreveport-Caddo area for decades to come. 

 

The official website for the Unified Development Code is: www.shreveportcaddoudc.com.  

Also, a hard copy is available for public review at Shreveport libraries, as well as 

at the MPC office in Government Plaza on the 4th Floor (Suite 440).  For more 

information about the UDC, please contact Adam Bailey, MPC Special Projects Planner, 

at 318-673-6465.   
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